"* 


1 
„ 
THE following is the Addreſs, for the Publication of which 
the Proprietors of the Morning Chronicle were proſecut 
and tried the gth. December, 1793. The Jury after fif- 
teen houm conſideration, having returned a Verdict of 
NOT GUILTY, 


THE DERBY Topkkss. 

At a Meeting of the s Society for Political Information. 
held at the Talbot Inn, in Derby, July 16th. 1792, the 
following Addreſs, declaratory of their principles, &c. 
was unanimouſly agreed to and ordered to be printed, 


To the Friends of Free Enquiry, and the General G 
FELLOW CITIZENS, 

LATMING it as out indefeaſible tight to aſſociate e in 
Sa peaceable and friendly manner, for the communication of 
thoughts, the formation of opinions, and to promote the general 
"happineſs, we think it unneceſſary to offer any apology for inviting 
you to join us in this manly and benevolent purſuit ; ; the neceſſity 
of the inhabitants of every community endeavouring to procure 4 
true knowledge of their rights, their duties, and their Intereſts, will 
not be denied, except by thoſe who are the ſlaves of prejudice; or 
the intereſted in the contuuation of abuſes. As men who wiſh to 
uſpire to the title 6f Freemen, we totally deny the wiſdom and the 
humanity of the au vr ce to approach the deſects of gobernment with 
pious awe and trenibling ſolicitude.” What better doQrine could 
the Pope, or the Tyrarits of Europe deſire? We think; therefore, 
that the caviſe of truth and juſtice can never be hurt by temperate and 
honeſt dif@MMons ; and that canſe which vill not bear ſuch a ſerutiny, 
mut be ſyſtematically or practically bad. We are ſenſible that thoſe 
who are not friends to the general good, have attempted to inſlatne 
the public mind with the ery of · Danger, whenever men have aſſo- 
ciated for diſeuſſing the principles of government; and we have little 

doubꝭ but ſuch conduct will be purſued in this place; we would, 
Therefore caution eyery honeſt man, who has really the welfgre” of 
the nation at heart, to avoid being led away by the proſtituted cl 
mours of thoſe who live on the ſources of corruption. We pity the 
fears of the timorous, and we are totally unconcerned reſpeQing'rhe 
falſe alarms of the venal. We are in the pursuit of truth, in a 
peaceable, calm, and unbiaſſed maymer ; and whereever weretogniz> 
der features, we will embrage her as the companion of happineſs, of 
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Fiſdom, and of peace. This is the mode of our conduct; the rea- 

ſons for it will be found in the following declaration of our opinions, 

to the wliole of which each member gives his hearty aſſent. 
DECLARATION. 

T. That all true Govrament is inſtituted for the general good; is 
tepalized by the general will; and all its ations af e, or ought to be, 
directed for the general Rappiueſs and proſperity of all honeſt citizens. 

II. That we feel too much not to beſieve, that deep aud alarming 
abuſes exiſt in the Britiſh Govrnment, yet we are at the ſame time 
fully ſchſible, that our ſituation is comfortable, compared with that 
of che people of many European kingdoms; and that as the times are 
in ſom degree moderate, they ought to be free from riot and confy- 


tion. 
III. Yet we think there is ſufficient cauſe to enquire into the 


neceſſity of the payment of ſeventeen millions of annual taxes, exclufiye 
of poor rates, county rates, expences of collection, &c. &c. by ſe- 
ven millions of people; we think that theſe expences may be reduced, 
without leſſening the true dignity of the nation, or the goverament ; 
and therefore wiſh for ſatisfaction in this important matter. 
Iv. We view with concern the frequency of Wars, — We are 
perſuaded that the ititereſts of the poor can never be promoted by 
acceſſion of territory when bought at the expence of labour and blood; 
and we mutt fay, in the language of a celebrated author,. We, 
who are only the people, but wha pay for wars with our ſubſtance 
and our blood, will not ceaſe to tell Kings, or Goverments, that 
to them alone wars are profitable : that the true and juſt conqueſts 
are thoſe which each makes at home, by comforting the peaſantry, 
by prothoting agriculture and manufactories : by multiplying men, 
and the other productions of nature ; that then it is that Kings may 
eall themſelves the image of God, whole will is perpetually direcded 
to the creation of new beings. If they continue to make us fight aud 
and kill one another, in uniform, we will continue to Write and 
"ſpeak, untill nations ſhall be cured of this ſolly. We are bertain 
bur preſent heavy burthens are owing, in a great meaſure, to cruel 
13 and therefore We will do all on our part, as 
peaceable citizens, who have the good of the community at heart, to 
ealighten each other, and proteſt againſt them. 

v. The preſent ſtate of the repreſentation of the People, calls for 
the particular attention of every man, who has bumanity ſufficient 
to feel for the honour and happineſs of his country; to the deſefts and 
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torfuptions of which we are inclined to attribute unnece ry Ware, 
c. &c, We think it a deplorable caſe when the poor muſt ſupport 
corruption which is calculated to opprefs them ; when the labourer 
muſt give his money to afford the means of preventing him having z 
voice in its diſpoſal ; when the lower claſſes may ſay.— We give 
you our money, for which we have toiled and ſweat, and which 
would ſave our families from cold and hunger; but we think it more 
hard that there is nobody whom we have delegated, to fee that it is 
not improperly and wickedly ſpent ; we have none to watch over our 
intereſts ; the rich only are repreſented.” — The form of Govern - 
ment ſinte the Revolution, is in ſome reſpe&s, changed for the worſe *: 
by the triennial and ſeptennial act we loſt annual Parliaments: be- 
ſides which, the wholeſome proviſion for obliging Privy Counſellors 
to ſubſcribe their advice with their names, and againſt Placemen and 
Ponſioners fitting in Parliament, have been repealed.” It is aid, 
that the voice of the people is the conſtitutional controul of Parlia- 
ment, but what is this but ſaying, that the Repreſentatives are na- 
turally inclined to ſupport wrong meaſures, and that the people muſt 
be canſtantly aſſembling to oblige them to do their duty. An equal 
and uncorrupt repreſentation would, we are perſwaded, fave us from 
heavy expences, and deliver us from many{oppreſſions, we will therefore 
do our duty to procure this reform, which appears to us of the utmoſt 
importance. 

VI. In ſhart, we ſec with the molt lively concern, an army of Place 
men, Penſioners, &c. fighting in the cauſe of corruption and preju- 
dice, and ſpreading | the contagion far and wide ;—a large and highly 
Expenſive military eſtabliſhment, though we have a well regulated 
militia; — the increaſe of all kinds of robberies, riots, executions, &c. 
though the nation pays taxes equal to the whole land rental of the 
kingdom, in order to have his property protected and ſecured; and 
is alſo obliged to enter into ſeparate aſſociations againſt ſclonĩous de» 
predations. — A criminal cede of laws ſanguineand iucfficacious, — 
a civil code ſo yolumineus and myſterious as to puzzle the beit unde r- 
Nandings; by which means, juſtice isdenied to the poor, on account 
of the expence attending the obtaining of it; — corporations under 
minifterial or party influence, ſwallowing up the importance, and 
acting againſt the voice of the people; — penalties iuſlicied on thoſe 
who accept of offices without conforming to the violation of their 
conſciences and their rights; the voice of free enquiry drowned ia 
proſecutions, and the chamours of the penſioned and intereſted ; and 
we view; with the moſt poignant ſorrow, 2 part of he p.opl: delu · 
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ded, by a cap of due Coultitution and Church in dangers Hghtiug with 
Us epa f ſaxages, under the baugers'pf prejudice, #gaiuſt thoſe 
mba bane zbeir true intereſt at heart 5 wn we les dich equal enbbility 
de preſent, outery aggiult reformy,,agd acryel proclamation (tending 
ao cramp the Jibergy, of the preſs, and, Jiſcregit the rug friends of 
dhe propley receiying the lupporg, of num hs gf apr countrymen 3— 
we ee the coingation of gp, ga He las and deſtructive mo- 
aopdlies ; e SA edycagion. guduggmſort, of the poor uegleche, 
watuithſtagding the enormous weight of the poor rates: — we. ſes 
burtheys wultiplied--—the laser clgtisnkipg into poverty, diſgrace 
and exceſÞ5, d Abe means of theſs ſhocking abules ingreaſed far the 
purpoles gf. revenue i == for the amg Cd, Exciſe Jaws, theſe badgep 
and ſayrees of gppreſfion, kept yp and multiplied — And when we 
Eaſt our eyes c a; people juſt farmed..in o Ser corgqunity, writhoup 
having, bad time to grow rich, vader a Govervment by y lis h juſtice 
ix dujy aqepjviſt-red, [the pogr py ddt comforted, properly pror 


refied, taxes few and erk, aud.that at an expuyce as 43h, ax tht 
of gor prof Vh.er 25 aſk qu rlelv: Are we in 7 land! i" 
Ne our forefathers * d bled, and Dubs : 
And did not They! think that the its of their Þ be Ris 7 10 be 

F nadark | in peace, Plenty, 25d. l appineſr — Ate we allwayy 
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59 ſtand gif or * backwards? 20 — = Axe our 8 to > by as 
„y asthe moſt enſlaved ptople ? — Is the condition of the poar 
10 de \pproved? ”” Great Britain zpuſt | have 1 at ale highe( 
gree of national bappineſs and profÞerity, and our Gctiatiqn 1 — 
100 g 800d to be Wendell, or the preſent ö outcry againſt reforgs and im I 
provements is  infrum{n and. criminal. But we hope our So 
will be ſpeedily 1 improved, and to otrain@ deſirable a good is the ry 
jet of our preſent Aﬀoditioo; an union founded on prineipleso 
voletice und hilltiarity*;difelaimibg all connection with riot and Gſor- 
ter, bur rm Four purpole, and Warm in but affeiors for Hberty. 

VII. Laſtly et eite the nd ot frerdom throughout Great 
Britain to form ſimilar Societies, aud ro act with ynanimity and firm - 
neſs,” till t © pepte be too vile to be ſupoled upon; and their influ- 
ence —— lurate %jrh rhelr dignity aid 
imporzance, | vi 


TEN SHALL WE BEFREE AND HAPPY, 
"i > #07 a 1 * va order. of the Society, 2 a 
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